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Welcome to the Basilica. We joyfully celebrate the birth of Jesus and we savor the sweetness 
of the mystery. The angelic choirs burst into song as heaven and earth proclaim God’s glory. 
Jesus is born! God is with us!

As we celebrate the gift of Christ at Christmas, may the Lord bless you with peace and joy.

Merry Christmas
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For Catholics: As Catholics, we 
fully participate in the celebration of 
the Eucharist when we receive Holy 
Communion. We are encouraged to receive 
Communion devoutly and frequently. In 
order to be properly disposed to receive 
Communion, participants should not be 
conscious of grave sin and normally should 
have fasted for one hour. A person who 
is conscious of grave sin is not to receive 
the Body and Blood of the Lord without 
prior sacramental confession except for a 
grave reason where there is no opportunity 
for confession. In this case, the person is 
to be mindful of the obligation to make 
an act of perfect contrition, including the 
intention of confessing as soon as possible 
(canon 916). A frequent reception of the 
Sacrament of Penance is encouraged  
for all.

For Our Fellow Christians: We 
welcome our fellow Christians to this 
celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers 
and sisters. We pray that our common 
baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit 
in this Eucharist will draw us closer to one 
another and begin to dispel the sad divisions 
which separate us. We pray that these will 
lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with 
Christ’s prayer for us “that they may all be 
one” (John 17:21).

Because Catholics believe that the 
celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of 
the reality of the oneness of faith, life, 
and worship, members of those churches 
with whom we are not yet fully united 
are ordinarily not admitted to Holy 
Communion. Members of the Orthodox 
Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, 
and the Polish National Catholic Church 
are urged to respect the discipline of 
their own Churches. According to Roman 
Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon 
Law does not object to the reception 
of communion by Christians of these 
Churches (canon 844 § 3).

For Those Not Receiving Holy 
Communion: All who are not receiving 
Holy Communion are encouraged to 
express in their hearts a prayerful desire 
for unity with the Lord Jesus and with 
one another. 

For Non-Christians: We also welcome to 
this celebration those who do not share our 
faith in Jesus Christ. While we cannot admit 
them to Holy Communion, we ask them 
to offer their prayers for the peace and the 
unity of the human family. 

Copyright © 1996, United States Catholic Conference.  
All rights reserved.

GUIDELINES FOR THE RECEPTION OF COMMUNION



3

Polskie Kolçdy (Three Polish Carols)   arr. Michael Burkhardt
 Przybiezeli do Betlejem Pasterze 
  1. Shepherds, run to Bethlehem this holy day,
  For the infant Jesus happily now play!

 Refrain:  Praise be to God in heaven, Peace on earth.

  2. Shepherds, pay your homage to the Infant King,
  Joyfully with heart and voice your Praises sing!

  3. Hear the news the angel of the Lord did bring,
  News so wondrous that the angel hosts did sing:

 Lulajze Jezuniu
  1. Lully, my Jesus, my pearl and great treasure,
  Lullay, my dearest, my heart’s purest pleasure.
 Refrain: Lullay, my Jesus, my little one, lullay,
  Slumber, your mother will keep you from danger.
  2. Look with kind favor on these days of wonder,
  Bless them with your hands, give grace now to ponder.

 Dzisiaj w Betlejem
  1. Today in Bethlehem town, in manger lowly,
  The Virgin mother bears a Son, most holy.
 Refrain:  For unto us is born Christ the Savior, 
  Angels are singing,
  Shepherds piping, playing,  
  cattle lowing, staying, 
  What a wonder this holy night!
  2. Mary is caring for the child so sweetly.
  Joseph is watching over all so meekly. 

POLISH CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Prior to Mass at 4:30pm, 10am, 12pm
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FESTIVAL OF CAROLS
Christmas Eve at 10:30pm

Choral Introit
 Gdy Siç Chrystus Rodzi (Christ is Born this Evening) arr. J. Michael Thompson
Our Lady of Czestochowa Anthem
 Bogurodzica   From 15th c. Polish, text by St. Wojciech
This hymn employs the Church's oldest Marian title, "God-bearer". Pope John Paul II called this 
hymn "a spiritual heritage, a profession of faith, even a document of Christian education, a message 
of faith and dignity for man."
Kolçdy (Polish Carol)
 Królu anielski Traditional Polish Carol
  Królu anielski,  
  Panie niebieski. 
	 	 Tyś	jest	wonny	kwiat!
	 	 Jezu	miły,	Synu	Maryi,
	 	 racz	nas	wysłuchać!

	 	 W	pieluszkach	leżysz,	
	 	 wniebiosach	rządzisz.	
	 	 Tyś	jest	wonny	kwiat!	
	 	 Jezu	miły,	Synu	Maryi,	
	 	 racz	nas	wysłuchać!

	 	 Jezusie	mały,
	 	 Tyś	Bogiem	chwały!	
	 	 Tyś	jest	wonny	kwiat!	
	 	 Jezu	miły,	Synu	Maryi,	
	 	 racz	nas	wysłuchać!

	 	 Racz	nas	umieścić	
	 	 w	wiecznej	radości.	
	 	 Tyś	jest	wonny	kwiat!	
	 	 Jezu	miły,	Synu	Maryi,	
	 	 racz	nas	wysłuchać!

e

e

O King of Angels, 
Lord of the heavens,
Thou the fragrant flower.
Jesus kindly, O Son of Mary,
Deign to hear our prayer.

O Gentle Jesus, 
In bitter sweetness,
Thou the fragrant flower.
Jesus kindly, O Son of Mary,
Deign to hear our prayer.

Little Jesus,
You are the God of glory!
Thou, the fragrant flower.
Jesus kindly, O Son of Mary,
Deign to hear our prayer.

Now be our measure,
Eternal treasure,
Thou the fragrant flower.
Jesus kindly, O Son of Mary,
Deign to hear our prayer.
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Kolçdy (Polish Carol) for Choir & Orchestra    
 W złobie lezy (Infant Holy, Infant Lowly)  Richard Proulx 

Carol for Organ
 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  Johannes Brahms

Carol for Choir
 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 14th Century German Melody
  Harmonized by Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)

Polskie Kolçdy (Polish Carols) for Choir
 Three Carols from Poland   arr. Michael Burkhardt

 Przybiezeli do Betlejem Pasterze 
  1. Shepherds, run to Bethlehem this holy day,
      For the infant Jesus happily now play!

   Refrain: Praise be to God in heaven, Peace on earth.

  2. Shepherds, pay your homage to the Infant King,
      Joyfully with heart and voice your Praises sing!

  3. Hear the news the angel of the Lord did bring,
      News so wondrous that the angel hosts did sing:

 Lulajze Jezuniu
  1. Lully, my Jesus, my pearl and great treasure,
      Lullay, my dearest, my heart’s purest pleasure.

   Refrain: Lullay, my Jesus, my little one, lullay,
   Slumber, your mother will keep you from danger.

  2. Look with kind favor on these days of wonder,
      Bless them with your hands, give grace now to ponder.
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 Dzisiaj w Betlejem
  1. Today in Bethlehem town, in manger lowly,
      The Virgin mother bears a Son, most holy.

   Refrain: For unto us is born Christ the Savior, 
   Angels are singing,
   Shepherds piping, playing,  
   cattle lowing, staying, 
   What a wonder this holy night!

  2. Mary is caring for the child so sweetly.
      Joseph is watching over all so meekly.

Christmas Proclamation Martyrology Chant
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INTRODUCTORY RITES
Introit (10am, 12pm)  Puer Natus Est, Cristóbal de Morales
A child is born to us, and a Son is given to us: Whose government is upon His 
shoulder: and His Name shall be called, the Angel of Great Counsel.

Processional Hymn   Adeste Fidelis

1. Adeste fideles læti triumphantes, 
Venite, venite in Bethlehem.
Natum videte Regem angelorum:
 Venite adoremus, venite adoremus, 
 Venite adoremus, Dominum.

2. God of God, light of light,
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, begotten, not created:
 O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above!
Glory to God, glory in the highest:
 O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!
 O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

 

THE ORDER OF MASS
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Sign of the Cross & Greeting

Penitential Act

Gloria in Excelsis Deo  Deutsche Messe

⇤ ⇥ 44 ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
Glo - ry, glo - ry to

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
God in the high - est,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
and on earth peace to

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥  
peo-ple of good will.

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
We praise you,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
we bless you,

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
we a - dore you,we

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ � ⌃      ⌥
glo - ri - fy you, we

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
give you thanks for

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
your great glo - ry,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
Lord God,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ � ⇧      ⌥
heav - en - ly King, O

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
God, al - might - y

⌥ ⌥  
Fa - ther.

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
Lord Je-sus Christ,

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
On - ly Be-got-ten Son,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
Lord God,

⌥ ⌥  
Lamb of God,

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
Son of the Fa - ther,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
you take a-way the

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
sins of the world, have

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ � ⌃      ⌥
mer - cy on us; you

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
take a - way the

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
sins of the world, re -

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
ceive our prayer; you are

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
seat - ed at the right

Glory to God
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⇤ ⇥ 44 ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
Glo - ry, glo - ry to

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
God in the high - est,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
and on earth peace to

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥  
peo-ple of good will.

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
We praise you,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
we bless you,

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
we a - dore you,we

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ � ⌃      ⌥
glo - ri - fy you, we

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
give you thanks for

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
your great glo - ry,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
Lord God,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ � ⇧      ⌥
heav - en - ly King, O

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
God, al - might - y

⌥ ⌥  
Fa - ther.

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
Lord Je-sus Christ,

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
On - ly Be-got-ten Son,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
Lord God,

⌥ ⌥  
Lamb of God,

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
Son of the Fa - ther,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
you take a-way the

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
sins of the world, have

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ � ⌃      ⌥
mer - cy on us; you

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
take a - way the

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
sins of the world, re -

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
ceive our prayer; you are

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
seat - ed at the right

Glory to God

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
hand of the Fa - ther, have

⌥ ⌥ ⌥  
mer - cy on us.

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
For you a -

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
lone are the Ho - ly One,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
you a - lone

⌥ ⌥  
are the Lord,

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
you a - lone are the

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
Most High,

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
Je - sus

⌥ ⌥  
Christ,

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
with the Ho - ly

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
Spir - it, in the

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
glo - ry of God the

⇤ ⇥ ⌥ ⌥  
Fa - ther.

⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥ ⌥
A - men.

⌥ ⌥  
A - men.

Text: ICEL, © 2010
Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797–1828, adapt. by Richard Proulx, © 1985, 1989, 2010, GIA Publications, Inc.

Collect
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LITURGY OF  THE WORD
First Reading

Responsorial Psalm

(4:30pm)       

Text: The Revised Grail Psalms, © 2010, Conception Abbey and The Grail, admin. by GIA Publications, Inc.; 
   Refrain, Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL
Music: J. Robert Carroll, © 1975, GIA Publications, Inc.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Psalm 89:4–5, 16–17, 27 and 29

“With my chosen one I have made a 
  covenant;
 I have sworn to David my servant:
I will establish your descendants forever,
 and set up your throne through all 
  ages.” 

How blessed the people who know your 
  praise,
 who walk, O LORD, in the light of 
  your face,

DECEMBER 25: CHRISTMAS—VIGIL MASS / ABC

776

who find their joy every day in your  
   name,
 who make your justice their joyful 
  acclaim. 

“He will call out to me, ‘You are my 
  father,
 my God, the rock of my salvation.’
I will keep my faithful love for him 
  always;
 with him my covenant shall last.” 

(11pm)
      

Text: The Revised Grail Psalms, © 2010, Conception Abbey and The Grail, admin. by GIA Publications, Inc.; 
    refrain, Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL
Music: Howard Hughes, SM, © 1976, GIA Publications, Inc.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Psalm 96:1–2a, 2b–3, 11–12, 13

O sing a new song to the LORD;
 sing to the LORD, all the earth.
 O sing to the LORD; bless his name. 

Proclaim his salvation day by day.
 Tell among the nations his glory,
 and his wonders among all the 
  peoples. 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad;
 let the sea and all within it thunder 
  praise.

DEC. 25: CHRISTMAS—MASS DURING THE NIGHT / ABC

To - day is born our Sav-ior, Christ the Lord. To -

day is born our Sav-ior, Christ the Lord.

HH

 Let the land and all it bears 
  rejoice. 
Then will all the trees of the wood  
  shout for joy. 

At the presence of the LORD, for he
   comes,
 he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with justice;
 he will govern the peoples with his  
  truth. 

(8am)

(10am, 12pm)

Text: The Revised Grail Psalms, © 2010, Conception Abbey and The Grail, admin. by GIA Publications, Inc.; 
    Refrain, Lectionary for Mass, © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL
Music: Ronald F. Krisman, © 2011, GIA Publications, Inc.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Psalm 98:1, 2–3ab, 3cd–4, 5–6

O sing a new song to the LORD,
 for he has worked wonders.
His right hand and his holy arm
 have brought salvation. 

The LORD has made known his salvation,
 has shown his deliverance to the 
  nations. 
He has remembered his merciful love 
 and his truth for the house of 
  Israel. 

DEC. 25: CHRISTMAS—MASS DURING THE DAY / ABC

All the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation of our God.
Shout to the LORD, all the earth;
 break forth into joyous song,
 and sing out your praise. 

Sing psalms to the LORD with the harp,
 with the harp and the sound of song.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn,
 raise a shout before the King, 
  the LORD. 

All the ends of the earth have seen the sav - ing pow - er of

God, the sav - ing pow - er of God.

© 2011 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Ronald F. Krisman

016 Christmas Day ABC

RFK

Second Reading
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Gospel Acclamation   

Gospel Reading 

Homily

Profession of Faith

Universal Prayer

I believe in one God, the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of 
the Father before all ages. God from 
God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven,  

[All kneel at the words that follow, 
up to and including “and became man.”]

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate 
of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death 
and was buried, and rose again on 

the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church. I confess one 
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection 
of the dead and the life of the world 
to come. Amen.
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LITURGY OF  THE EUCHARIST
Offertory Antiphon 
(4:30pm & 11pm) Tollite Hostias from Christmas Oratorio, Camille Saint-Saëns
 Bring offerings and adore the Lord in his holy place. 
 Rejoice, heaven and exult, all the earth, before the Lord, for he comes.

(10am, 12pm) Tui sunt cæli, Rev. Carlo Rossini
 Yours are the heavens and yours is the earth, the world and the fulness thereof 
 you have founded: justice and judgment are the foundation of your throne. 

[Ps 88:12,15a]

Hymn at the Preparation of the Gifts                 God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen
1. God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour was born upon this day, 
To save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray: 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

2. From God our heavenly Father a blessed angel came, 
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same, 
How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name: 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

3. But when to Bethlehem they came, whereat this Infant lay, 
They found Him in a manger, where oxen feed on hay; 
His mother Mary kneeling, unto the Lord did pray: 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

4. Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place, 
And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas all other doth deface: 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.

Prayer Over the Offerings
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Sanctus  Deutsche Messe
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Mystery of Faith  

Amen

Our Father 

Sign of Peace 

Agnus Dei  Deutsche Messe
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Communion Antiphon 
(4:30pm)  Revelabitur, Plainchant, Mode I
  The glory of the Lord will be revealed, 
  and all flesh will see the salvation of our God.   [Cf. Is 40:5]

(11pm) In splendoribus sanctorum, Plainchant, Mode I
  In the brightness of the saints: 
  from the womb before the day star I begot you.    [Psalm 109: 3]

(10am, 12pm) Viderunt omnes fines terrae, Mikołaj Zielenski
 Zielenski (Zelenscius, fl. 1611) was a Polish composer, organist and  
 Kapellmeister to the primate Baranowski, Archbishop of Gniezno.

  All the ends of the world have seen the salvation of our God.
  Shew yourselves joyful unto the Lord, all ye lands:
  The Lord declared his salvation: 
`  his righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight of the heathen.

Music during Communion      Prelude from Christmas Oratorio, Camille Saint-Saëns

Hymn after Communion       Silent Night
Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light;
Radiant beams from thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
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CONCLUDING RITES
Blessing and Dismissal

Recessional Hymn                   Hark, the Herald Angels Sing

  

Postlude
 Chorale Fantasia on "In dulci jubilo" J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

1. Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise.
Join the triumph of the skies.
With th’ angelic hosts proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

“Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new-born King.”

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord
Late in time behold Him come,
Off-spring of the Virgin’s womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail, the incarnate deity
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

“Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new-born King.”

3. Hail the heav’n-born  
    Prince of Peace,
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness
Light and life to all he brings,
Ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.

“Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new-born King.”

Milwaukee, Wisconsin                           TheBasilica.org
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